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Today’s daf cites several teachings from R’ Avin HaLevi, the 
first of which is:
 whoever forces the moment – כל הדוחק את השעה, שעה דוחקתו
and tries to seize a position or opportunity for himself before 
the proper time, will be pushed aside, meaning he will fail or 
suffer disappointment.
On the other hand, 
 whoever yields and is in – כל הנדחה מפני השעה, שעה נדחית מפניו
no rush to force the moment, the moment will yield before 
him, and he will eventually receive his position or 
opportunity.
 The Gemara illustrates this point with a story: There was an 
opening for the position of ראש ישיבה -Rosh Yeshiva, and the 
two leading candidates were:
 because of his vast ,סיני who was referred to as ,רב יוסף---1---
knowledge and clarity, as when the Torah was given at Har 
Sinai.
 up rooter of ,עוקר הרים who was referred to as ,רבה ---2---
mountains, because of his sharp and analytical mind. 

They sent the following question to the sages of Eretz 
Yisroel.
סיני ועוקר הרים איזה מהם קודם
In appointing a Rosh Yeshiva, we have a choice of a Sinai or 
 Which candidate is the better choice? The answer .עוקר הרים
came back;
סיני קודם, שהכל צריכין למרי חטיא
The Sinai is preferred - which was Rav Yosef - because his 
knowledge is needed by all.

However, Rav Yosef did not accept the position, because he 
was told by astrologers that he is destined to lead the Yeshiva 
for no more than two years. Upon which Rabbah assumed 
the position, and lead the Yeshiva for 22 years, until his 
passing. At that time, RavYosef was appointed Rosh 
Yeshivah, and he lead the Yeshiva for 2 ½ years, and then 
died. Thus, we see that Rav Yosef did not lose anything by 
not rushing to take the position.
The Gemara adds that in the 22 years of Rabbah’s reign, Rav 
Yosef refused to honored in any way.

R’ Avin also taught:
– כל הנהנה מסעודה שתלמיד חכם שרוי בתוכה, כאילו נהנה מזיו השכינה
Whoever enjoys a meal, at which a talmid chacham is 
present, it is as if he is enjoying the radiance of the 
Shechinah. He derives this concept from the posuk ויבא אהרן 
- וכל זקני ישראל לאכול לחם עם חותן משה לפני האלקים
And Aharon and the Ziknei Yisrael came to eat bread… 
before Hashem. 
Actually, they ate together with Moshe, but the posuk calls it 
eating before Hashem! Thus, we see that eating a meal with 
Moshe is considered as eating a meal before Hashem.

So let’s review…
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ילכו מחיל אל חיל יראה אל אלקים בציון
Going from multitude to multitude…

Going from the בית הכנסת

To the בית המדרש

where we daven with multitudes

where we learn with multitudes

זוכה ומקבל פני שכינה

ילכו מחיל אל חיל יראה אל אלקים בציון

אמר רבי אלעזר אמר רבי חנינא
תלמידי חכמים מרבים שלום בעולם

שנאמר וכל בניך למודי ה' ורב שלום בניך

אל תקרי בניך אלא בוניך
SonsBuilders

R’ Avin also taught that one who takes leave from his friend 
should not say:
,go with peace – לך בשלום
for that is what Dovid told Avshalom, and in the end 
Avshalom was hanged. Rather one should say:
,go to peace – לך לשלום
for that is what Yisro said to Moshe, and Moshe was 
successful.
However, when departing from a dead person, then one 
should say:
 go with peace, as is stated regarding Avraham – לך בשלום
Avinu’s death
 and you will come to your -  ואתה תבא אל אבותיך בשלום
forefathers with peace.

The Gemara next interprets the following Posuk in T’hillim.
.ילכו מחיל אל חיל יראה אל אלקים בציון
Although generally understood as going from strength to 
strength, the Gemara here interprets this Posuk as - Going 
from multitude to multitude.
Which refers to going directly from the
where we daven with multitudes - to the - בית הכנסת
.where we learn with multitudes - בית המדרש
One who does so, זוכה ומקבל פני שכינה - will merit appearing 
before the Divine Presence, as is alluded to in this Posuk.
.ילכו מחיל אל חיל יראה אל אלקים בציון

The Mesechta concludes with a well-known statement of R’ 
Elazar in the name of R’ Chaninah:
 – אמר רבי אלעזר אמר רבי חנינא תלמידי חכמים מרבים שלום בעולם
talmidei chachamim increase peace in this world.
- שנאמר וכל בניך למודי ה' ורב שלום בניך
As it states, and all your sons will be disciples of Hashem, 
and abundant will be the peace of your sons.
 Interpret the word - אל תקרי בניך אלא בוניך
your sons - to mean - בניך
 builders, which refers to talmidei chachmim, who - בוניך
increase peace and thus are considered builders.
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הדרן עלך הרואה
וסליקא לן מסכת ברכות

The Gemara then ends with several p’sukim about Shalom:
שלום רב לאוהבי תורתיך ואין למו מכשול
יהי שלום בחילך שלוה בארמנותיך
למען אחי ורעי אדברה נא שלום בך
למען בית ה' אלקנו אבקשה טוב לך
ה' עוז לעמו יתן, ה' יברך את עמו בשלום
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